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George the Third, who never let private interests
turn the scale against the common good, He made
three protests against a professor exercising the legal
right of voting for himself in an election to an office of
profit. When Eouet, the professor of History, asked
for leave of absence, so that he might travel abroad as
Lord Hope's tutor without relinquishing his professor-
ship. Smith voted with a majority for refusing the
leave, and on a later occasion for depriving him of
office. This led to a quarrel with the Lord Rector,
but the pressure of college opinion eventually forced
Eouet to resign. We shall see that Smith on a similar
occasion wras careful to practise as he had preached.

From this reformed and progressive University the
economist often issued forth to breathe the eager
air of a thriving mart. The town was remarkably
free from poverty and crime. In his lectures he
said that in Glasgow there was less crime than in
Edinburgh, because it had more commerce and inde-
pendence, fewer servants and retainers. When he
first went to Glasgow as a student it was still
poor; when he returned as a professor, its commercial
prosperity had fairly begun. Its loyalty to the
Hanoverian dynasty had cost it heavily in 1745, but
that loyalty is intelligible enough; for the Act of
Unioa which deprived Edinburgh of its Parliament,
and of much of its resident aristocracy, opened up the
colonial markets to Glasgow, and enabled its enter-
prising merchants to participate in the profitable
monopoly of the American trade. By the middle of
the century it was already the emporium for colonial
tobacco. A tannery employed several hundred men;
linen, copper, tin, and pottery became staple manu-